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ORAL INTERVENTION OF ' TUNASARApA SURINAM'

M rs . C h a i r p  e r s  o n ,

F o r  t h e  c l a r i t y  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  to d a y  : S u rinam  i s  in  L a t in  A m erica 
and  i t  h a s  b o r d e r s  w i th  F re n c h  G uyana ( i n  t h e  E a s t e r n ) ,  w ith  G uyana ( in  
th e  W e s t ) ,  w i th  B r a z i l  ( i n  t h e  S o u th  and  i n  th e  N o r th  a t  th e  A t l a n t i c  
O c e a n ) .

The in d ig e n o u s  p o p u la t io n s  i n  S urinam  a r e  a b o u t 1 6 :0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and 
i t  i s  com posed o f  th e  p e o p le s  o f  K a l i n j a ,  L okono , T r io  and  W ajana . I  
m y s e lf  am a  member o f  th e  Lokono p e o p le .

The F o u n d a t io n  ' T u n a s a ra p a  S u rin a m ' i s  t h e  o n ly  o r g a n iz a t io n  w h ich  h a s  
i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  b e tw een  th e  K a l i n j a  a n d  th e  Lokono i s  h e r  
own c o n s t i t u e n c y .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  I  p r e s e n t  t h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  on b e h a l f  
o f  o u r  b o th  p e o p le s .

M rs . C h a i r p e r s o n ,

The c o n q u e s t  o f  S u rinam  by  th e  D u tch  i n  1667 c o n s t i t u t e d  a l s o  th e  b e g i^  
n n in g  o f  t h e  im m ig ra tio n  o f  o th e r  human b e in g s  from  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  
w o r ld  : N e g ro s  from  A f r i c a s ,  C h in e s e , H i n d u s t a n i 's  and  Ja v a n e s e  from  
A s ia  A t p r e s e n t  t h e  num ber o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  S u rin am  i s  more th a n  
4 0 0 :0 0 0 .

The c o n q u e s t  h a s  b e e n  a c h ie v e d , and  c o u ld  b e  p e r p e t u a t e d ,  w ith  m a s s a c re  
s l a v e r y ,  econom ic  and  c u l t u r a l  d e s t r u c t i o n s .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  th e  C h r i s t i  
a n i t y  h a s  p l a i d  an d  p la y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e .

I n  1686 a  t r e a t y  was s ig n e d  b e tw een  th e  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  and th e  
c o l o n i a l  o c c u p i e r s ,  i n  w hich  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  was d e c id e d  
u p o n . N e v e r th e le s s  i t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  i n  th e  law  t h a t  we, 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o p u la t io n s  o f  S u rin am , c o u ld  c o n s id e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
t e r r i t o r y  a s  o u r s .  On th e  c o n t r a r y .  I n  a  r è g le m e n t  d a te d  1937 i t  
i s  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  in d ig e n o u s  S u rin a m e se  hav e  some r i g h t s  
b a s e d  on  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e s e  r i g h t s  and  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  
w e re  n o t  e q u a l  w i th  th e  r i g h t s  g u a ra n te e d  i n  t r h e  c i v i l  co d e .

T h is  im p l ie s  t h a t  a t  any  moment t h e  G o v e rn m e n ta l a d m i n i s t r a t io n  may 
d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n s i d e  th e  w hole  c o u n t r y .  H ere  a r e  some exam ples :

1 .  D u r in g  t h e  S econd  W orld  War an  a i r p o r t  h a s  t o  b e  b u i l t - u p  f o r  th e  
A m e ric an  b o m b e rs , i n  o r d e r  s e c u re  t h e  W e s te rn  i n t e r e s t s  ( b a u x i t e ) .
A v i l  l i g e  o f  in d ig e n o u s  p o p u la t io n s ,  B i s r i ,  h a s  been  e v a c u a te d , 
w i th  v i o l e n c e ,  and  no s i n g l e  c o m p e n sa tio n  was o f f e r e d .
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2. In the 50's the Dutch paper factory Van Gelder wanted to plant 
trees for the production, of paper in the Netherlands. The most 
adequate land was found in the surroundings of the villages of 
Cassipora and Jodensavanne Just in these villages there was a 
certain autonomy and a limited land policy. In order to realize 
the planting project, the Dutch firm Van Gelder would have had
to negociate vitb the indigenous populations. But the populations 
were forced to "bargain their fruitful land with marshy ground.
The promise vas made that the necessary facilities would be- 
placed in these villages. But, so far, a large ~part of this conmit-- 
menx has not been respected.

3. In the 70's the Government gave land plots.'along the Marowijne River 
to many political friends from the capital. Thus Pierrehondre, an' 
indigenous village in the Northern of Albina, was almost reduced by 
half. Slowely but surely the same sad lot was going to happen to 
the villages of Christiaanhondre and Bigiston.

4. In 1975 the Netherlands granted the indépendance to Surinam without 
consulting with the indigenous and original populations.

Mrs. Chairperson,
For all these reasons, we, the indigenous peoples of Suriman, request 

the Uniteds Nations Working Group on indigenous Populations to under-, 
take all the necessary steps, so that the Government of Surinam 
finally respects the Treaty of 1686.

Geneva, August 2/1988 Namens TUNASARAPA SURINAM,
Delgado WOLFF
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